
Toro Times 

Toro Park School 
A Great Place to Start 

Spring Time Reminders 

Report cards will be sent home in March. Parent-teacher conferences will be sched-
uled for March 16th and 17th. A conference will be scheduled for those students for 
whom the teacher feels it is needed for at this time.  In the meantime, if you have any 
concerns regarding your student’s progress please contact their teacher.  

Kindergarten registration for in-district students  began in February for the 2017-
2018 school year. If you have friends or neighbors with children who will be 5 years 
old by September 1, 2017, please encourage them to pick up a packet and schedule 
a registration appointment soon. The packets are available in the school office from 
8:00am to 3:45pm daily. 

There is quite a collection of lost and found clothing. Please check for any missing 
coats, sweaters, etc. Writing your child’s name in their jackets and sweatshirts will ensure the articles are returned 
when left on the playground.  

Absences and Tardies:  Thank you for working together with us to ensure your children are here at school every 
day. Just a reminder to please let the office know if your child will be out or call in the morning if your child is ill. This 
keeps disruption of classrooms to a minimum as we don’t have to call the classroom and then call home to verify 
your child is absent.  

The only absence that is excused is if your child is ill or has a contract if they are out more than five consecutive 
days. The only exception to the compulsory attendance rule is medical appointments, illness or injury, funeral ser-
vices for  immediate family members or a quarantine. If your child has three unexcused absences and/or three tar-
dies more than 30 minutes, you will receive a truancy letter.  

If you need to pick up your child early please send a note to the teacher in your child’s folder and we will ensure 
your child is in the office at the time you are here to pick them up. While we understand there may be times you un-
expectedly need to pick up your child early, it may not be possible for the teacher to provide the homework or 
missed class work . 

MARCH 2017 

Mark Your Calendars for our Final  

Parent Education Seminar of the Year! 
Thursday, March 30th at 6:30  

in the MPR at San Benancio 
Topic: Stress Management and Calming Strategies  

 
Young people, like adults, experience a great deal of stress. Please come join the conversation as 

we talk about childhood stress, ways to recognize signs of stress, and its impact on develop-

ment.  We will review basic calming strategies and how you as a parent can help your child de-

velop healthy ways to manage stress and solve everyday problems.  This event will take place at 

a crucial time as students are preparing for their annual CAASPP testing.  Whitney Meyer, Prin-

cipal and Curriculum Director, will be sharing helpful information regarding CAASPP testing 

and tools for preparation.  
 

Each month our attendance and participation has grown and we continue to receive very positive 

feedback regarding these events.  Our goal this month is to reach even more parents! If you have 

attended in the past, please share about your experience and if you are considering attending we 

sincerely hope that you will join us.  Parent interaction and discussion is a highlight of these 

events so please come check it out! 

Parent Education Night 

Registration for the 
2017-2018 school year is 

now open! 
 

KinderPlus is offered 
for children who will 

turn 5 between Septem-
ber 2nd and December 

1st 2017. 
 

Children are eligible for 
Kindergarten if they 

will turn 5 on or before 
September 1, 2017. 

 
Don’t delay...register 

today! 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hopewellelementary.my-pta.org/Content/320_2/Images//Kindergarten_Reg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hopewellelementary.my-pta.org/&h=360&w=480&tbnid=KHNkAqbSSzmgmM:&docid=nVY2AOhKORV7CM&ei=yczZVuGVDo_UjwPPooqIBQ&
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 Can you believe spring break is just around the corner?  
Electronics are embedded in our daily lives, so let’s put 
them down and pick up a great book!  I would like to offer a 
challenge to all parents to take a moment in your busy 

schedules and have your children set aside some reading time throughout the school break.  
Opening a book and taking quiet moments to read is a wonderfully relaxing adventure!  Enjoy!            
Thank you! 

Ms. Blue O’Brien  

Greetings From the Library! 

 

This month Toro Park School is gearing up for spring test-
ing.  On Monday, March 13th, all pieces of technology will 
be turned on and connected to the internet to make sure 
that the system can handle the all the devices on at the 
same time.   

Wish Us Luck! 

 

Technology Update 

Character Counts!  

Remember: 

Treat others with respect; follow the Golden Rule  

 Be tolerant and accepting of differences  

 Use good manners, not bad language 

 Be considerate of the feelings of others  

 Don’t threaten, hit or hurt anyone 

 Deal peacefully with anger, insults, and disagreements 

 
See more at: http://charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html#sthash.1eJDy37p.dpuf  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://boisetechmall.com/Portals/0/xBlog/uploads/2014/12/9/humanizing_technology.png&imgrefurl=https://boisetechmall.com/TechBlog/tabid/99/ArticleID/13/Does-Technology-Always-Bring-Increased-Revenue.aspx&h=1000&w=960&


In February, the Art Docent Program gave lessons in clay.  Clay is always one the highlights of our art 
program for our students.  They enjoy working with the clay creating three-dimensional objects. 

PRINTMAKING UNITS IN THE CLASSROOM IN MARCH 

In March the students at Toro Park will explore different types of printmaking. Children will discover that 
the printing process transforms the original image in surprising ways.  Although making a print is a mechanical process, 
it is also highly creative because of all the choices that the artist makes. Printing allows the child to observe and utilize 
many of the art elements and principles: line, shape, color, texture, value, repetition, and pattern. 

KINDERGARTEN classes will discover the magic of transferring a pattern from surfaces to brightly colored paper in 
TEXTURE RUBBINGS. They will cut and combine their textures into a garden theme collage.   

FIRST GRADE students will explore four different ways of applying ink and blocking out an image on a printing plate as 
they create one-of-a-kind MONOPRINTS.  

The SECOND GRADE students will experiment with transferring leaf images to paper to create beautiful compositions 
and color combinations in NATURE PRINTS.  

In the THIRD GRADE, students work with African symbols, create a printing block and print black ink on fabric in the 
style of AFRICAN ADINKRA PRINTS.   

Ask your child to tell you the steps in the printmaking process that he or she learned.  These skills can be used with 
many materials you can find at home to create hand printed greeting cards, invitations, and gifts. 

 

Picture of the Month 

In March, the Picture of the Month selections moves into American Realism, Modern Art, Abstract Art and Pop Art. 

American Realism art was an attempt to describe human behavior and surroundings more accurately.  This period of art 
occurred the second half of the 19

th
 century.  Realist Artists attempted to portray lives, appearances, problems, customs 

of the middle and lower classes.  Focusing on the unexceptional, the ordinary, and the humble. 

Modern Art mostly refers to art of the 20
th
 century in Europe and the Americas, as well as in other regions under Western 

influence.  The modern period has been a particularly innovative one.  Introducing a wide range of new artistic tech-
niques and materials. 

Abstract Art is defined as art that has no reference to any figurative reality.  One cannot associate it with any real natural 
form. 

Pop Art was introduced in the 1950’s to 1970’s.  This form of art depicts objects or scenes from everyday like and uses 
techniques from commercial art and popular illustration. 
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The Art Corner     Linda Jang 

Box Tops & Lables for Education 
 

Thank you! 
 

We were able to purchase new 
American flags for every classroom  

with our Box Top money! 
 



 
The Kinders’ Friendship program on February 24 was a real hit! Remembering all the songs, some students 

making announcements on the microphone, moving on and off stage and seeing all their families and friends 

watching them was quite a feat.  Congratulations Kinders on a job well done!  The Teacher team worked really 

hard on days that the students do not come to the music class and were also willing to double and triple up for 

extra sing-through.  Headed into April, their activities will now include songs and stories about the families of 

instruments as well as seasonal songs and stories emphasizing rhyming and rhythmic patterns. 

 

The Kinder + class will also learn more about music notation using basic note symbols and getting to play the 

rhythms on percussion instruments as well as beginning preparations for their May program. 

 

First graders have started songs for their Earth Friendly Program April 21.  They have also had songs 

about Ground Hog, Valentines, learned two French words – Mardi Gras! – and This Jazz Man learning about 

jazz instruments and rhythms. 

 

Second graders have been working very hard to prepare Proud To Be American for their program on March 

10th at San Benancio Middle School. Enthusiastic singing of the “Star Spangled Banner” and “America the 

Beautiful” as well as the song collection and narrations will be performed.  Audience will be encouraged to 

join in on our National Anthem and America the Beautiful.  Practice these with your 2nd grader! Can you name 

all 50 states? - second grade can! Did you know that Ray Charles composed the song Fifty Nifty? 

 

The Third graders are now up to an octave of notes on their recorders. Thank you to the families that are en-

couraging practice at home and going over the work pages that have been sent home. The students who prac-

tice at home really make a difference in their classes.  Please continue to encourage at least 10 minutes practice 

per evening for music homework. Nine music study pages have gone home. Help your child be responsible 

for keeping all the music pages together in their green music folder that went home on January 10th, as the in-

formation is cumulative. There is plenty to do even without an instrument at home. Anyone play guitar or pi-

ano? Play along with your student for more fun.  And, if your grader wants extra challenge music, let me know 

and I will be happy to provide it. 
 

MaryClare Martin 
Music Specialist 

Music NotesMusic Notes  
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Toro Park School Color Run! 

  

Toro Park School 

My School Color Run   

April 8, 2017 
 

*Registration fees increase soon! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic-10.sinclairstoryline.com%2Fresources%2Fmedia%2F60bdd279-6ead-4541-8054-2c86e020991b-large16x9_colorrun.jpg%3F1475516199552&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwset.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbrookville-high-school-ho


WUEF—Washington Union  
Education Foundation 

WUEF would like to thank all those that attended our 33rd Annual Fundraiser and being 

“Part of Possible”!  The event was a great success and we would like to thank all the busi-

nesses and sponsors who so generously donated to the event. 

If you did not get a chance to attend, here is a glimpse of the event: 

The Hyatt Regency Hotel served as the backdrop for the 33rd Annual WUEF Fundraiser.  The musical stylings 

of the San Benancio Middle School Jazz Band, the creative talents of our students artwork was showcased on 

display, and served as an intentional reminder of the event’s purpose– to raise the money necessary to keep 

curriculum based art and music programs alive in our public school district.  Passed hors devours fueled event 

attendees as they battled over coveted silent auction items.  The chance for students to serve as “Principle of 

the Day”, nab box seats to watch our SF Giants in action, and “Class baskets” were but a few of the items 

available.  After the silent auction closed down, guest sat down for a delicious sit down dinner.  Bidding dur-

ing the live auction was quite competitive.  Court side Warrior’s tickets, braces, a pig hunt, and more were 

some of the live auction packages!  The evening wrapped up with everyone on the dance floor dancing to a 

live band, Kid Dynamite! Smiles and laughter made it clear that it was a fun night out by all! 

 

For those of you who were not able to attend, we appreciated your donations. If you have not had a chance to 

donate we are still receiving donations. Donations can continue to be made through the organization’s secure 

website. 

wuef.ejoinme.org/donate or via mail at 820 Park Row #473, Salinas, California 93901  
 

Like us on Facebook. Go to Washington Union Educational Foundation. We will keep you updated on 

Facebook!  #partofpossible 

 

The WUEF Board Meeting will be held on March 21st @ 6:00p.m., Toro MPR room.  Please feel free to attend. 

 

Thank you, 

Lisa Milburn 
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Please be on the lookout for the Kona Ice Truck! He is scheduled to come 3/24 after school. 

He changes his flavors monthly. $5.00/cup and smart snack approved! 20% of the sales 

benefits Toro Park School.   We would like to invite you to our next Parents Club Meeting 

on March 9th at 6pm in Room 10 at San Benancio Middle School. We meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of the month!  It’s a great way to find out what’s happening at our schools.  We 

will be looking at the calendar for the rest of the year and planning our next events. Be on 

the lookout for our green bagel flyer!! Green Bagels are coming to Toro Park for St. Pat-

rick’s Day!  Mark down April 8th for The Color Run coming to Toro Park School – you can 

register now! 

 

Come help us plan for the upcoming fun events. We need help and we are still looking for 

board members.  We would love to have you there! 

Parents’ Club NewsParents’ Club News  



Friendly Reminders: 
Monday—Friday milk and orange juice are available with purchased tickets.  

(Milk 50¢, Orange Juice 50¢)  

On Mon., Wed. & Fri.,  pencils are sold for 25¢ 

On Tuesdays, students can buy orange juice tickets. 

On Thursdays, students can buy milk tickets. 

On Thursdays, chocolate milk is available.  

On Fridays wear a Toro Park shirt to show your SCHOOL SPIRIT. 

On Fridays, students can buy ice cream for $1.00. 

Replacement Folders $1.50 in the office daily. (Exact change greatly appreciated!) 

Bus tickets for individual trips can be purchased in the  office. $15.00 for a sheet of ten  
tickets. (Payable to WUSD or exact change please). 

Save Box Tops for Education & Labels for Education and deposit them in the library collection box. 

Recycle used computer ink cartridges, cell phones, & pagers in the Library or Computer Lab. 

We regret we no longer have spoons and forks available for students, please be sure to pack one in your 
child’s lunch.   

March Events 
 

3/12 Daylight Saving Time Begins - Spring Your Clocks Forward 1 Hour 
3/15 12:45 Dismissal Collaboration Day 
3/16 & 3/17 12:45 Dismissal Parent & Teacher Conferences  
3/17  Report Cards Sent Home & GREEN DAY! 
3/21  6pm WUEF Meeting—TPS MPR 
3/22  2nd Grade Field Trip to Aquarium—Grainger & Sedgwick 
3/23  2nd Grade Field Trip to Aquarium—Kato & Goin 
3/30              3:30 pm School Site Council Meeting - MPR 
 

 
 

 
 
April Events 
 
4/5 12:45 Dismissal Collaboration Day 
4/8 COLOR RUN! 

4/10—4/14 Spring Break – No School 

      School Resumes on April 17, 2017 
4/19    12:45 Dismissal Collaboration Day 

Mark Your Calendar 
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